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To: Board of Directors

From: Todd Conradson, Division Chief

Date: January 21, 2019

Subject: Review Ordinance 19-1 Setting Fees for Cost Recovery of Fire & Life Safety
Activities

Background
In 1997 the District adopted Ordinance 97-1 Establishing Fire District Fee Schedule.  The Board of
Directors adopted this ordinance to shift the financial burden from the general public for certain Fire
& Life Safety Activities including, but not limited to, providing reports, pyrotechnics for movies or
public display, State mandated inspections, new construction, etc.

In 2015, the District adopted Ordinance 15-1 Setting Fees for Cost Recovery of Fire & Life Safety
Activities.

Fire prevention activities are some of the most cost effective activities the District is involved in. 
When fires and other life threatening incidents can be prevented from occurring, there is a significant
savings to the community for direct and indirect costs.

The fees are established in order to obtain cost recovery for those activities outlined within the Fire
Code.  Per the Health & Safety Code, they do not exceed our actual costs.  District staff has updated
the Cost Recovery Schedule to better reflect the services provided and revised the fees to ensure the
amount charged is equal to the amount required to perform the work.  As well we have reviewed and
adjusted some of the amounts based on the time required to complete certain tasks.

Attached is a draft of the Ordinance which reflects an increase in the hourly rate charged from $80
per hour to $140 per hour. We will bring this ordinance back at the next board meeting or at least
30 days later, whichever comes first; at that time the Board will hold a public hearing and consider
adoption of the ordinance.     

Recommendation
Introduction only. 
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MEEKS BAY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

ORDINANCE
of the Board of Directors

No: 19-1

Ordinance Setting Fees for Cost Recovery of
Fire & Life Safety Activities

WHEREAS, Meeks Bay Fire Protection District is a Fire Protection District duly organized and existing
under the Fire Protection District Law of the State of California; and

WHEREAS, the District is authorized by the provisions of California Health & Safety Code Section
13869 [adopting fire prevention code] to adopt and enforce ordinances relating to the prevention of
fire within the District: and

WHEREAS, the District is authorized by the provisions of Health & Safety Code Section 13916 to
charge a fee to cover the cost of any service which the District provides or the cost of enforcing any
regulation for the fee is charged; and

WHEREAS, the amount of fees shall not exceed that amount reasonably required to administer or
process such permits, certificates, or other forms or documents, or to defray the costs of enforcement;
and

WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code Section § 13862 provides that a district shall have the
power to provide the following services:
(a) Fire protection services.
(b) Rescue services.
(c) Emergency medical services.
(d) Hazardous material emergency response services.
(e) Ambulance services, pursuant to Division 2.5 (commencing with Section 1797).
(f) Any other services relating to the protection of lives and property. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of Meeks Bay Fire Protection District has determined that it is
necessary to provide plan review and inspections for various activities regulated under the California
Fire Code, California State Fire Marshal regulations, El Dorado County Fire Code and the Meeks Bay
Fire Prevention Code within the legal boundaries of the District; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of Meeks Bay Fire Protection District has determined to adopt a
revised cost recovery fee schedule for certain activities related to fire prevention and other services
provided by the District as a matter of policy.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Directors of Meeks Bay Fire Protection District
that:

1. The Schedule of Cost Recovery Fees for services, attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and
incorporated herein by reference, is hereby adopted as the rates to be charged for those listed
activities by the District.

2. The Fire Chief, or the Fire Chief's designee, shall have the authority to waive any Cost Recovery
Fee, in full or in part, upon application of an affected party and showing of special, mitigating
circumstances.  The Fire Chief's decision on application for a waiver may be appealed to the
Board of Directors at their next regularly scheduled meeting following the decision. 

3. This Ordinance accordingly is adopted at the February 27, 2019, meeting, with the new rates to
be effective 30 days later.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MEEKS BAY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF THE

COUNTY OF EL DORADO AT A REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF SAID BOARD, HELD ON THE   27th  DAY OF   February  ,

2019  BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE OF SAID BOARD:

AYES:

NOES: _______________________________________

ABSTENTIONS: PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ABSENT: BY:     ______________                                       

I CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT COPY OF A RESOLUTION DULY ADOPTED BY SAID BOARD OF

DIRECTORS ON THE DATE THEREIN SET FORTH.

_______________________________________

CLERK OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BY:      Shawn R. Crawford                                   
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